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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 


ROSS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1921,  and  I  am  very  glad  to 
be  able  to  congratulate  the  Town  of  Ross  on  having  an  exceptionally  good  health  record  for  last 
year — a  record  which,  in  my  opinion  fully  qualifies  the  town  to  rank  itself  among  the  Inland 
Health  Resorts  of  Great  Britain. 

The  death-rate  was  smaller  than  for  some  years,  the  birth-rate  noticeably  in¬ 
creased,  infant  mortality  sensibly  decreased,  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  the  smallest  I 
have  ever  had  to  record,  and — what  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  me — of  the  six  illegitimate  child¬ 
ren  born  during  the  year',  no  one  died  in  infancy. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  those  who  study  Eugenics  and  allied  sexual'  questions  to  note 
that  all  the  illegitimate  children  were  of  the  male  gender. 

With  regard  to  the  great  scourge  of  Tuberculosis,  as  only  two  cases  of  fresh  infection 
were  notified  during  the  year,  I  think  you  may  claim  that  all  possible  steps  were  taken  to  prevent 
its  spread. 

To  go  into  details: — The  population  June  30th,  1921,  was  4,643,  with  an  acreage  of  536 — 
rateable  value  £23,786 — a  penny  rate  on  that  value:  — £97  7s.  8d. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Only  seven  cases  were  reported  including  Diphtheria  2,  Scarlet  Fever  2,  Paratyphoid  1, 
and  Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  2. 

This  very  small  number  of  cases  suggests  —if  I  may  say  so — that  every  care  has  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  from  any  case.  We  have  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  cases, 
but  by  arrangement  with  the  Ross  Rural  Council  we  can  send  cases  to  their  Isolation  Cottage  at 
Dry  brook. 

SCHOOLS. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  the  Council  Schools  or  the  Grammar  School.  There  are  one 
or  two  private  schools  in  the  area.  A  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  one  of  these,  but  it  was 
promptly  isolated,  the  principal  imformed,  and  no  further  cases  arose. 

WATER. 

Practically  the  whole  area  is  supplied  by  the  Ross  Water  Works  Artesian  Wells.  The 
supply  in  spite  of  the  drought  last  year  was  admir  ably  maintained  and  Ross  was  one  of  the  few 
places  which  did  not  have  its  water  supply  restricted.  The  Water  Company  also  supply  a  soft 
or  River  Water.  Both  these  supplies  have  been  tested  and  found  satisfactory  for  their  separate 
purposes. 

The  Sanitation  of  the  town  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  but  every  now  and  then  cases  oc¬ 
curred  of  nuisances  caused  by  blocking  of  old  brick  and  other  sewers  which  had  to  be  remedied. 
The  greater  number  of  houses  are  fitted  with  the  water  closet  system,  but  privies  and  earth 
closets,  still  obtain  in  some  of  the  poorer  parts. 

The  Infant  Welfare  and  Maternity  Hospital  still  continues  its  good  work  and  I  attribute 
the  lessened  Infant  Mortality  largely  to  its  efforts.  A  Clinic  for  Tuberculosis  cases  is  held  every 
fortnight  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  with  obviously  good  results. 

The  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Town  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  no  cause  for  com¬ 
plaint  has  been  found. 

MOTOR  AMBULANCE. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  we  now  have  a  Motor  Ambulance 
for  serious  cases  and  accidents.  JPf- 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  to  the  Isolation  Cottage  by  private  motx5i>Jhe  car  always 
being  properly  disinfected  after  use.  :  j 

I  am,  i 

Your  obedt.  servant, 

A.  J.  CAMPBELL,  M.O.H. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOB  BOSS  URBAN  ABE  A, 

Area  (acres)  . 

Population  . . . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  . 

Rateable  Value  . . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . 


1921. 

...  536 

...  4,643 
...  1,129 
...  1,252 
.  £23,786 
.  £97-7-8 


1921. 


Births.  - 


Total 

Legitimate  104 
Illegitimate  6 


BIBTHS. 

Male.  Female. 
51  53 

6  0 


Birth  rate  23.6  per  1,000  population 


DEATHS. 

1921  Total  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  District  83.  a  ratio  of  17.8  per  1,000  population. 


Transferable  Deaths  . . .  19 

Total  nett  Deaths  .  64  a  ratio  of  13.7  per  1,000  population 


Viz:  31  Males  and  33  Females. 


1921.  Nett  Total  Deaths  . 64 — 13.7  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

1920.  ,,  ,,  ,,  . 66—14.7  ,,  ,, 

1919.  ,,  ,,  ,,  . 86—20.1  ,,  ,,; 

l  Sepsis  1 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  |  Other  causes  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

Legitimate  .  8  Illegitimate  .  Nil.  Total  ... 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil/. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  3 


8. 


Other  causes 

Tuberculosis  . 

Diabetes  . 

Heart  Disease  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

Premature  Birth  . 

Other  deaths  from  violence  . 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . 


of  Death  were : — 

5  Cancer  . 

1  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

6  Arterio-sclerosis  . 

7  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1  Nephritis  . 

3  Suicide  . 

1  Other  defined  diseases 

1 


There  were  9  Deaths  between  the  ages  of  80  and  90. 
There  were  8  Deaths  of  infants  under  12  months. 


6 

8 

4 
2 

5 
1 
9 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1921 


Diseases. 


Total  cases 
notified. 

Diphtheria  . .  2 

Scarlet  Fever  .  2 

Paratyphoid.  .  1 

Tuberculosis.  Vy 

Mge  . Nil.  ] 

Female  . 2.  f 


Pulmonary 


Total 


Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

.  Nil. 

2. 

Nil. 


* 


ROSS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  PERFORMED  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

DURING-  THE  YEAR  ENDING,  1921. 


Statutory  Notices  served  . 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  . 

Informal  Notices  served  . 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  . 

Letters  written  . 

Notices  to  Schools  re  infectious  cases 

Complaints  investigated  . 

Nuisances  abated  . 


1 

1 

8 

7 

73 

5 

35 

33 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Enquiries  and  Reports  . 5 

Patients  removed  to  Isolation  Cottage  .  2 

Houses  Hospitalized  .  1 

Premises  disinfected  .  7 

Bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  . lots  7 

Ambulance  disinfected  . times  2 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid,  relaid,  trapped  . 9 

Tests  applied,  21  hydraulic  and  7  smoke  . .  21 

Water  closets  provided  . 8 

Water  closets  improved  .  5 

Earth  closets  improved  . 2 


HOUSING  ACT. 


Houses  inspected  . .  51 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  . . .  Nil 

Houses  made  fit  for  habitation  .  Nil 

Houses  demolished  .  Nil 

Houses  erected  .  1 

Houses  under  erection  (Council  Scheme)  .  36 

Demolition  orders  served  .  2 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 
Inspected  . . 


WORKSHOPS,  INCLUDING  BAKEHOUSES. 

Inspected  . 

Inspected  outworkers  inspected  .  ^ 

68 

Sanitarv  accommodation  out  of  order  . 

e / 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED. 

Beef  . 

Mutton  . . 

Corned  Beef  . 

Milk,  Salmon,  Fruit  . . 

COWKEEPERS  &  PURVEYORS  OF  MILK. 

Cowkeepers  . 

Retailers  of  Milk  . 


642  lbs. 
80  lbs. 
13  lbs. 
26  tins 


'I  . ... . 


